
The Textile Tycoon
"Keep it simple," says Raju Shroff, as he shares his philosophy on living life the way it
should be lived. Masala' talks shop and more with this charming Dubai old-schooler

ne of the
most affluent
residents of
this country,
Raju Shroff
runs the
prestigious

and renowned Regal Textiles,
a mainstay in the world of
entrepreneurship. Born in India
but bred in Dubai, Raju tells us
everything from what he likes
doing on holiday, to where he
likes to chill in Dubai and how
he met his gorgeous fashionista
wife, Simran!

Have you grown up in Dubai
- tell us a little about your
years growing up?
Iwas born in India and came
to Dubai thereafter. I then
proceeded to return to India for
my schooling and ultimately
came back to the UAEfor my
higher education and to pursue
my career in the family business.
I have expanded the retail and
technology sectors since I have
taken over and look forward to
doing more in the future.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
When I do have time to spare from my hectic travelling
schedule, I love kicking back and chilling or in want to be
more active, which I often do, I play golf. Travelling is
a large part ofmy life and lifestyle and it always keeps
me on my toes.

~ Whbatis yhourfavhourite t~ing abouhtDUbbai?
_ Du ai is orne. T at is my favourite t ing a out this city
is - it is nothing more or less than being the place Iknow I
~ will always come back to.
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~ Are you a Bollywood fan?
§ I am not a huge movie buff, though I do sit down and
~ catch a movie with my family once in awhile. The
:;; last movie I saw was 3Idiots, which I liked very much.
~ In terms of my favourite film star, again, I'm not very
~ opinionated on the matter.
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Who isyour role model
and why?
I have not thought about this ... I'll have to think about it
and get back to you.

How did you meet your
fashionista wife?
I actually met her through
her brother. She used to
live in Hong Kong and I
was transitting through.
She arrived at the airport
with her brother and we
got talking. One thing led
to another. We dated for
two years and had a long
distance relationship before
getting married.

So was it love at first
i h or did it take a little
longer than that?
It is important to get to know
each other before deciding
to spend the rest ofyour life
with the person. Therefore,
Simran and I took our time
getting to know each other
before getting married. So
no, not at first sight!

Do you have children?
Simran and I have two
children, a son and a
daughter. Our son, Krish,
is 18years old and has just

started college in America. Aashiya, our daughter, is 13
years old and studies at the American School.

What is the best advice you have gotten so far and
of course the best you have given?
The best advice I have ever gotten is to keep it simple
-life is too short to complicate matters. In terms of the
best advice I have ever given, it depends on the person
I am giving it to, right? (laughs) Iwould say something
entirely different to my children than Iwould to someone
else. But overall, Iwould have to say the best advice I have
wisely doled out is the very advice Iwas given - keep
things simple.

What is your most valued achievement?
I don't believe in one achievement that I particularly
value over another. Life is full of challenges and is fluid
in nature. Moving from one challenge to the other
automatically brings about fulfilment. Each experience
is unique in nature and every achievement of mine
is valued. I am never completely satisfied and like
looking ahead to newer, more difficult and gratifying
experiences, while moving along with life's ebbs
and flows. iii

RajuShroff isa judge
at this year's Masala!
LifestyleAwards
to be held on 17
December at the
Atlantis, sponsored
by Petrochem
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